Austin - BELL ATLANTIC Interconnection Agreement

Telephone Exchange Service Call completed between the Parties, which qualifies for Reciprocal
Compensation pursuant to the terms of this Agreement and prevailing Commission or FCC rules
that may exist.

1.68 “Route Indexing” means the provision of Interim Number Portability through the
use of direct trunks provisioned between end offices of BA and Austin over which inbound
rraffic to a ported number will be routed.

1.69 "Service Conmol Point" or "SCP" means a node in the Common Channel
Signaling network to which informational requests for service handiing, such as routing. are
directed and processed. The SCP is a real time database system that, based on a query from a
service switching point and via a Signaling Transfer Point, performs subscriber or application-
specific service logic, and then sends instructions back to the SSP on how to continue call
processing.

1.70  "Signaling Transfer Point" or "STP" means a specialized switch that provides SS7
network access and performs SS7 message routing and screening.

1.71  “Single Bill/Multiple Tariff” shall mean that one bill is rendered to the IXC from
all LECs who are jointly providing access service. A single bill consists of all rate elements
applicable to access services billed on one statement of charges under one billing account
number using each Party’s appropriate access tariffs. The bill could be rendered by or on behalf
of, either of the Parnes.

1.72  “Strapping” means the act of installing a2 permanent connection between a point of
termination bay and a collocated interconnector’s physical Collocation node.

1.73  “Switched Access Detail Usage Data” means a category 1101XX record as
defined in the EMR Bellcore Practice BR-010-200-100.

1.74 “Switched Access Summary Usage Data” means a category 1150XX record as
defined in the EMR Belicore Practice BR-010-200-010.

1.75 "Switched Exchange Access Service" means the offering of transmission or
switching services to Telecommunications Carriers for the purpose of the ongination or
termination of Telephone Toll Service. Switched Exchange Access Services include but may not
be limited to: Fearure Group A, Feature Group B, Feature Group D, 700 access, 800 access, 888
access, and 900 access.

1.76 “Switching Element” is the unbundled Network Element that provides a CLEC
the ability to use switching functionality in a BA End Office switch, including all vertical

—. services that are available on that switch, to provide Telephone Exchange Service 1o its end user

customer(s).
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5.62 Measurement of billing minutes (except for originating 800/888 calls)
shall be in actual conversation seconds. Measurement of billing minutes for originating 800/888
calls shall be in accordance with applicable tariffs.

5.6.3 Where CPN is not available in a LATA for greater than ten percent (10%)
of the traffic, the Party sending the waffic shall provide factors to determine the jurisdiction, as
well as local vs. toll distnction, of the traffic. Such factors shall be supported by call record
details that will be made available for review upon request when a Party is passing CPN but the
receiving Party is not properly receiving or recording the information. The Parties shall
cooperatvely work to correctly identify the traffic, and establish a mutually agreeable
mechanism that will prevent improperly rated traffic. Notwithstanding this, if any improperiv
rated traffic occurs, the Parties agree to reconcile it.

5.7  Reciprocal Compensation Arrangements — Section 251(b)(5)

5.7.1 Reciprocal Compensation only applies to the transport and termination of
Reciprocal Compensation Traffic billable by BA or Austin which a Telephone Exchange Service
Customer originates on BA's or Austin's network for termination on the other Party's nerwork
within the same LATA except as provided in Section 5.7.6 below.

5.72 The Parties shall compensate each other for transport and termination of
Reciprocal Compensation Traffic in an equal and symmetrical manner for the application of
rates as provided in the Pricing Schedule (Exhibit A hereto).These rates are to be applied at the
A-IP for maffic delivered by BA, and at the BA-IP for mraffic delivered by Austin. Tandem rates
will be applied for traffic terminated to a Primary Switch; End Office rates will be applied for
traffic terminated to a Secondary Switch. No additional charges, including port or transport
charges, shall apply for the termination of Reciprocal Compensation Traffic delivered o the A-IP
or the BA-IP. When Reciprocal Compensation Traffic is terminated over the same wunks as
Switched Exchange Access Service, any port or wansport or other applicable access charges
related 10 the Switched Exchange Access Service shall be prorated to be applied only to such
other Switched Exchange Access Service.

5.7.3 The Reciprocal Compensation arrangements set forth in this Agreement
are not applicable to Switched Exchange Access Service or to any other IntralLATA or
InterL.ATA calls originated on a third party carrier’s network on a 1+ presubscribed basis or a
casual .dialed (10XXX or 101XXXX) basis. All Switched Exchange Access Service and all
Toll Traffic shall continue to be governed by the terms and conditions of the applicable
federal and state Tariffs or the terms and conditions of section 6.3, if applicable. Similarly,
the Parties agree that the issue of what, if any, compensation is applicable to traffic handed off
from one Party to the other Party, within a BA local calling area (or other calling area
otherwise applicable for Reciprocal Compensation), for delivery to an Intermet Service
Provider (ISP) for carriage over the Intemnet is currently pending before the FCC. Until such
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time as the issue is resolved by the FCC or by an applicable order of the Commuission or Court
with jurisdiction over the appropriate compensation for such traffic exchange, the Parties
agree that the Reciprocal Compensation arrangements contained in this subsection 5.7 shall
not apply to such traffic. To the extent that either Party 1s unable to measure the volume of
such traffic, the Parties agree to work cooperatively to estimate such traffic vojume. Unless
otherwise provided under Applicable Law, Reciprocal Compensation arrangements shall

apply 10 Intral ATA Toll Traffic originated on one Party’s network and delivered by that Party
to the other Party’s nerwork.

5.74 The rates for termination of Reciprocal Compensation Traffic are set forth

in Exhibit A which 1s incorporated by reference herein.

5.7.5 The designation of Traffic as Local or Toll for purposes of compensation

shall be based on the actual originating and terminating points of the complete end-to-end call.
regardless of the entities involved in carrying any segment of the call.

5.7.6 Compensation for transport and termination of all traffic which is subject

to performance of INP by one Party for the other Party pursuant to Section 14.0 shall be as

spe

cified in subsection 14.6.

5.7.7 Each Party reserves the right to measure and audit all Reciprocal

Compensation Traffic, up to a2 maximum of two audits per calendar year, to ensure that proper
rates are being applied appropriately, provided, however, that either Party shall have the right to
conduct additional audit(s) if the preceding audit disclosed matenial errors or discrepancies. Each
Party agrees to provide the necessary Reciprocal Compensation Traffic data or permit the other
Party’s recording equipment to be installed for sampling purposes in conjunction with any such
audit.

5.7.8 When either Party delivers seven (7) or ten (10) digit wanslated

Inral. ATA toll-free service access codes (e.g.; 800/888) service 1o the other Party for
termination, the originating Party shall provide the terminating Party with billing records in
industry standard format (EMR) if required by the terminating Party. The originating Party may

bill

the terminating Party for the delivery of the wtraffic at local reciprocal compensation rates.

The terminating Party may not bill the onginanng Party reciprocal compensation under this
Agreement. The Party that is providing the toll-free service access codes (e.g.; 800/888) service
shall pay the database inquiry charge per the Pricing Schedule to the Party that performed the
database inquiry.
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1.39. ~Line Status Verification™ or “"LSV™ means an operator request for a status check on
the line of a called party. The request is made by one Party’s operator 1o an operator of the other
Party. The venfication of the status check is provided to the requesting operator.

130 “Local Access and Transport Area™ or "LATA™ is As Defined in the Act.

1.41 ~Local Exchange Carrier” or "LEC™ 15 As Defined in the Act. The Parties 1o this
Agreement are or will shortly become Local Exchange Carmers.

1.42. “Local Serving Wire Center” means a Wire Cenier that (i) serves the area in which
the other Party’s or a third party’s Wire Center. aggregation point. point of termination. or point of
presence is located, or any Wire Center in the LATA in which the other Partv's Wire Center.
aggregation point. point of termination or point of presence is located in which the other Party has
established a Collocation Arrangement or is purchasing an enurance facility, and (1) has the
necessary multiplexing capabilities for providing transport services.

1.43 “Local Telephone Number Portability™ or “LTNP™ means “number portability™ As
Defined in the Act.

1.44 “Local Traffic,” means traffic that is originated by a Customer of one Party on that
Party’s network and terminates to a Customer of the other Partv on that other Party’s network.
within a given local calling area, or expanded area service ("EAS™) area, as defined in BA's
effective Customer tariffs. Local Traffic does not include traffic originated or terminated by a
commercial mobile radio service cammer.

1.45. “Main Distribution Frame™ or “MDF™ means the pnmary point at which outside
plant facilives terminate within a Wire Center, for imerconnection to other telecommunications
facilines within the Wire Center.

1.46. "MECAB” means the Multple Exchange Carrier Access Billing (MECAB)
document prepared by the Billing Comminee of the Ordenng and Billing Forum (“OBF™). which
functions under the auspices of the Camer Liaison Commintee ("CLC™) of the Alliance for
Telecommunications Industry Solutions (“ATIS™). The MECAB document, published by Bellcore
as Special Report SR-BDS-000983, contains the recommended guidelines for the billing of an
Exchange Access service provided by two or more LECs, or by one LEC in two or more states.
within a single LATA.

1.47 ~“MECOD” means the Multiple Exchange Camers Ordenng and Design (MECOD)
Guidelines for Ackess Services - Industry Support Interface. a document developed by the
Ordering/Provisioning Committee under the auspices of OBF. The MECOD document, published
by Belicore as Special Report SR-STS-002643. establishes methods for processing orders for
Exchange Access service which is 1o be provided by two or more LECs.

1.48 “Meet-Point Billing™ or “MPB™ means an arrangement whereby two or more LECs
jointly provide 1o a third party the transpont element of a Switched Exchange Access Service 1o one
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1.42 “Local Serving Wire Center” means a Wire Center that (i) serves the area in which
the other Party’s or a third party’s Wire Center, aggregation point, point of termination, or point of
presence is located, or any Wire Center in the LATA in which the other Party’s Wire Center,
aggregation point, point of termination or point of presence is located in which the other Party has
established a Collocation Arrangement or is purchasing an enwance facility, and (ii) has the
necessary multiplexing capabilities for providing transport services.

143 “Local Telephone Number Portability” or “LTNP” means “number portability™ As
Defined in the Act.

1.44 “Loca! Traffic,” means traffic that is onginated by a Customer of one Party on that
Party’s network and terminates to a Customer of the other Party on that other Party’s nerwork.
within a given local calling area, or expanded area service (“EAS”) area, as defined in BA's
effective Customer tariffs, or, if the Commission has defined local calling areas applicable to all
LECs, then as so defined by the Commission.

145 “Main Distribution Frame” or “MDF” means the primary point at which outside

plant facilities terminate within a Wire Center, for interconnection to other telecommunications
facilities within the Wire Center.

1.46 “MECAB” means the Multiple Exchange Carmner Access Billing (MECAB)
.document prepared by the Billing Committee of the Ordering and Billing Forum (“OBF”), which
functions under the auspices of the Carmer Liaison Committee (“CLC”) of the Alliance for
Telecommunications Industry Solutions (“ATIS™). The MECAB document, published by Bellcore
as Special Report SR-BDS-000983, contains the recommended guidelines for the billing of an
Exchange Access service provided by two or more LECs, or by one LEC in rwo or more states,
within a single LATA.

147 “MECOD” means the Multiple Exchange Camers Ordenng and Design (MECOD)
Guidelines for Access Services - Industry Support Interface. a document developed by the
Orderning/Provisioning Committee under the auspices of OBF. The MECOD document. published
by Belicore as Special Report SR-STS-002643, establishes methods for processing orders for
Exchange Access service which 1s to be provided by two or more LECs.

1.48 “Meet-Point Billing” or “MPB™ means an arrangement whereby two or more LECs
jointly provide to a third party the transport element of a Switched Exchange Access Service to one
of the LECs” End Office Switches, with each LEC receiving an appropnate share of the transport
element revenues as defined by their effective Exchange Access twariffs. *“‘Meet-Point Billing
Traffic™ means traffic that is subject to an effective Meet-Point Billing arrangement.

1.49 “Mid-Span Meet” means an Interconnection architecture whereby two camers’
transmission facilities meet at a mutually agreed-upon point of Interconnection utilizing a fiber
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1.58 ~Rate Center Area” or “"Exchange Area” means the specific geographic point and
corresponding geographic area which has been identified by a given LEC as being associated
with a particular NPA-NXX code assigned to the LEC for its provision of Telephone Exchange
Services. The Rate Center Area 1s the exclusive geographic area which the LEC has idenufied as
the area within which it will provide Telephone Exchange Services bearing the particular NPA-
NXX designation associated with the specific Rate Center Area. A “Rate Center Point™ 1s a
specific geographic point, defined by a V&H coordinate, located within the Rate Center Area and
used to measure distance for the purpose of billing Customers for distance-sensitive Telephone
Exchange Services and Toll Traffic.

159 “Rate Demarcation Point” means the point of minimum penetration at the
Customer’s premises or other point, as defined in a Party’'s Tanffs. where network access recurring
charges and LEC responsibility ends and beyond which Customer responsibility begins.

1.60 “Raung Point” or “Routing Point™ means a specific geographic point identified by
a specific V&H coordinate. The Rating Point is used to route inbound waffic to specified NPA-
NXXs and to calculate mileage measurements for distance-sensitive transport charges of
switched access services. Pursuant to Belicore Practice BR-795-100-100, the Rating Point may be
an End Office location, or a “LEC Consortium Point of Interconnection.” Pursuant to that same
Bellcore Practice, examples of the latter shall be designated by a2 common language location
1denuifier (CLLI) code with (x)KD in positons 9, 10, 11, where (x) may be any alphanumeric A-Z
or 0-9. The Rating Point/Routing Point must be located within the LATA in which the
corresponding NPA-NXX is located. However, the Raung Point/Routing Point associated with
each NPA-NXX need not be the same as the corresponding Rate Center Point, nor must it be
located within the corresponding Rate Center Area, nor must there be a2 umique and separate Rating
Point corresponding to each unique and separate Rate Center.

1.61 “Reciprocal Compensation™ ts As Described in the Act. and refers 1o the payment
arrangements that recover costs incurred for the transport and terminauion of Local Traffic
onginating on one Party’s nerwork and terminating on the other Party’s network.

1.62 “Service Control Point™ or “SCP™ means the node in the common channel signaling
network to which informational requests for service handling. such as routing, are directed and
processed. The SCP is a real ume database system that. based on a query from a service switching
point and via a Signaling Transfer Point, performs subscriber or application-specific service logic,
and then sends instructions back to the SSP on how to continue call processing.

1.63  “Signaling Transfer Point™ or “STP” means a specialized switch that provides SS7
network access and performs SS7 message routing and screening.

1.64 ~Switched Access Detail Usage Data™ means a category 1101XX record as defined
in the EMR Belicore Practice BR-010-200-010.

1.65 ~Swiiched Access Summary Usage Data” means a category 1150XX record as
defined in the EMR Bellcore Practice BR-010-200-010.
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LEC for its provision of Telephone Exchange Services. The Rate Center Area is the exclusive
geographic area which the LEC has identified as the area within which 1t will provide Teiephone
Exchange Services bearing the particular NPA-NXX designation associated with the specific
Rate Center Area. A “Rate Center Point” is a specific geographic point, defined by a V&H
coordinate, located within the Rate Center Area and used to measure distance for the purpose of
billing Customers for distance-sensitive Telephone Exchange Services and Toll Traffic.

1.59 “Rate Demarcation Point” means the Minimum Point of Entry (“MPOE™) of the
property or premises where the Customer's service is located as determined by BA. This point is
where network access recurring charges and BA responsibility stop and beyond which Customer
responsibility begins.

1.60 “Rating Point™ or “Routing Point” means a specific geographic point identified by
a specific V&H coordinate. The Rating Point is used to route inbound maffic to specified NPA-
NXXs and to calculate mileage measurements for distance-sensitive transport charges of
switched access services. Pursuant to Bellcore Practice BR-795-100-100, the Rating Point may be
an End Office location. or a “LEC Consortium Point of Interconnection.” Pursuant 10 that same
Belicore Practice, examples of the latter shall be designated by a common language location
identifier (CLLI) code with (x)KD in positions 9, 10, 11, where (x) may be any alphanumeric A-Z
or 0-9. The Rating Point/Routing Point must be located within the LATA in which the
corresponding NPA-NXX 1s located. However, the Rating Point/Routing Point associated witn
each NPA-NXX need not be the same as the corresponding Rate Center Point, nor must it be
-located within the corresponding Rate Center Area, nor must there be a unmique and separate Rating
Point corresponding to each unique and separate Rate Center.

1.61 “Reciprocal Compensation” i1s As Described in the Act. and refers to the pavment
arrangement set forth in subsection 5.7 below.

1.62  “Service Control Point” or “SCP” means the node in the common channel signaling
network to which informational requests for service handling. such as routing. are directed and
processed. The SCP is a real ume database system that. based on a query from a service switching
point and via a Signaling Transfer Point. performs subscriber or application-specific service logic.
and then sends instructions back to the SSP on how to continue call processing.

1.63 ““Signaling Transfer Point” or "STP" means a specialized switch that provides SS7
network access and performs SS7 message routing and screening.

1.64 “Switched Access Detail Usage Data™ means a category 1101XX record as defined
in the EMR Bellcore Practice BR-010-200-010.

- 1.65 “Switched Access Summarv Usage Data” means a category 1150XX record as
defined in the EMR Bellcore Practice BR-010-200-010.
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group. it will supply an auditable Percent Interstate Use ("PIU™" 1 report quarteriv. based on the
previous three months’ terminating traffic. and applicable to the 1ollowing three months. in heu
of the foregoing PLU and/or PIU reports. the Parties may agree 1o provide and accept reasonabie
surrogate measures for an agreed-upon interim period.

5.6.4 Measurement of billing minutes for purposes of determining terminating
compensation shall be in conversation seconds.

5.7  Reciprocal Compensation Arrangements — Section 251(b)(5).

Reciprocal Compensation arrangements address the transport and termination of Local
Traffic. BA’s delivery of Traffic 1o MFS that onginated with a third camer is addressed in
subsection 7.3. Where MFS delivers Traffic (other than Local Trattic) 1o BA, except as mayv be set
forth herein or subsequently agreed to by the Parties, MFS shall pay BA the same amount that such
carrier would have paid BA for termination of thar Traffic at the location the Traffic is delivered 10
BA by MFS. Compensation for the transport and termination of traffic not specifically addressed
in this subsection 5.7 shall be as provided elsewhere in this Agreement. or if not so provided. as
required by the Tariffs of the Party transporting and/or terminating the traffic.

5.7.1 Nothing in this Agreement shall be construzd 10 limit either Party's ability 1o
designate the areas within which that Party’s Customers may make calls which that Party rates as
“local” in its Customer Tariffs.

5.7.2 The Parues shall compensate each other for transport and termination of
Local Traffic in an equal and symmetrical manner at the rates provided in the Detailed Schedule
of ltemized Charges (Exhibit A hereto) or, if not set forth therein. in the applicable Tariff(s) of the
terminating Party, as the case may be. These rates are to be applied at the M-IP for traffic
delivered by BA, and at the BA-IP for twraffic delivered by MFS. No additional charges.
including port or transport charges. shall appiy for the termination of Local Traffic delivered 10
the BA-IP or the M-IP. except as set forth in Exhibit A. When Local Traffic is terminated over
the same trunks as Toll Traffic. any port or transport or other applicable access charges related to
the Toll Traffic shall be prorated 1o be applied only 1o the Toll Tratfic.

5.7.3 The Reciprocal Compensation arrangements set forth in this Agreement
are not applicable to Switched Exchange Access Service. All Switched Exchange Access
Service and all Toll Traffic shall continue to be governed by the terms and conditions of the
applicable federal and state Tariffs.

5.7.4 Compensation for transport and termination of all Traffic which has been
subject 1o performance of INP by one Party for the other Party pursuant to Section 14 shall be as
specified in subsection 14.5.

5.7.5 The designation of Traffic as Local or Toll for purposes of compensation
shall be based on the actual originating and terminating points of the complete end-to-end call.
regardless of the carrier(s) involved in carrying any segment of the call.
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5.7.6 Each Party reserves the right 10 measure and audit all Traffic 10 ensure tha
proper rates are being applied appropnately. Each Party agrees 10 provide the necessarv Traffic
data or permit the other Party’s recording equipment to be instalied for sampling purposes in
conjuncuon with any such audit.

5.7.7 The Parties will engage in settlements of aliernate-bilied calls (e.g. coliect.
calling card, and third-party billed calls) onginated or authorized by their respective Customers in
Virginia in accordance with the terms of an appropriate billing services agreement for intral ATA
intrastate alternate-billed calls or such other arrangement as may be agreed to by the Parties.

6.0 TRANSMISSION AND ROUTING OF EXCHANGE ACCESS TRAFFIC
PURSUANT TO 251(c)(2).

6.1 Scope of Traffic

Section 6 prescribes parameters for certain trunks io be established over the
Interconnections specified in Section 4 for the ransmission and routing of traffic between MFS
Telephone Exchange Service Customers and Interexchange Carriers (= Access Toll Connecting
Trunks™). This includes casually-dialed (10XXX and 101XXXX) traffic.

6.2  Trunk Group Architecture and Traffic Routing

6.2.1 MFS shall establish Access Toll Connecting Trunks by which it will provide
tandem-transported Switched Exchange Access Services to Interexchange Carriers to enable such
Interexchange Carriers 1o originate and terminate traffic to and from MFS’s Customers.

6.2.2 Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be used solelyv for the transmission and
routing of Exchange Access to allow MFS’s Customers to connect to or be connected to the
interexchange trunks of anv Interexchange Carmier which 1s connected 10 an BA Access Tandem.

6.2.3 The Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be 1two-way trunks connecting an
End Office Switch MFS utilizes 10 provide Telephone Exchange Service and Switched Exchange
Access in a given LATA 10 an Access Tandem BA utilizes to provide Exchange Access in such
LATA.

6.24 The Parties shall jointlv determine which BA Access Tandem(s) will be
subtended by each MFS End Office Switch. MFS's End Office switch shall subtend the BA
Access Tandem that would have served the same rate center on BA's network. Alternatve
configurations will be discussed as part of the Joint Plan.

6.3  Meet-Point Billing Arrangements
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5.6.4 Measurement of billing minutes for purposes of determining terminating
compensation shall be in conversation seconds.

5.7  Reciprocal Compensation Arrangements — Section 251(b)(5)

Reciprocal Compensation arrangements address the transport and termination of Local
Traffic. BA’s delivery of Traffic to ACI that originated with a third carmrier 1s addressed in
subsection 7.3. Where ACI delivers Traffic (other than Local Traffic) to BA, except as may be set
forth herein or subsequently agreed to by the Parties, ACI shall pay BA the same amount that such
carrier would have paid BA for termination of that Traffic at the location the Traffic is delivered 10
BA by ACIL. Compensation for the transport and termination of traffic not specifically addressed in
this subsection 5.7 shall be as provided elsewhere in this Agreement, or if not so provided, as
required by the Tariffs of the Party transporting and/or terminating the traffic. BA shall provide
notice to ACI of any BA filing to the Commission that would alter the classification of particular
traffic as Local or IntralL ATA Toll Traffic.

5.7.1 Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit either Party’s ability 10
designate the areas within which that Party’s Customers may make calls which that Party rates as
“local” 1n its Customer Tanffs.

5.7.2 The Parnes shall compensate each other for the transport and termination of
Local Traffic in an equal and symmetrical manner at the rates provided in the Detailed Schedule
~of Itemized Charges (Exhibit A hereto), as may be amended from time to time in accordance with
Exhibit A and subsection 20.1.2 below or, if not set forth therein, in the applicable Tariff(s) of the
termunating Party, as the case may be. These rates are to be applied at the ACI-IP for traffic
delivered by BA, and at the BA-IP for raffic delivered by ACI1. No additional charges. including
port or transport charges, shall apply for the termination of Local Traffic delivered to the BA-IP
or the ACI-IP, except as set forth in Exhibit A. When Local Traffic is terminated over the same
trunks as Toll Traffic, anv port or transport or other applicable access charges related to the Toll
Traffic shall be prorated 1o be applied only to the Toll Traffic.

5.7.3 The Parties disagree as to whether traffic that originates on one Party’s
network and is transmitted 1o an Internet Service Provider ("ISP™) constitutes Local Traffic as
defined herein. The issue of whether such traffic constututes Local on which reciprocal
compensation must be paid pursuant to the Act may be considered by the Commission and 1s
presently before the FCC in CCB/CPD 97-30. The Parties agree that the decision of the FCC in
that proceeding shall determine whether such traffic is Local Traffic (as defined herein). Absent an
FCC determination, any Commission ruling on this issue shall be conwoliing. If the FCC
determines that ISP Traffic is Local Traffic, as defined herein. it shall be compensated as Local
Traffic under this Agreement. If the FCC or court of competent junisdiction determines that ISP
 Traffic is not Local Traffic. as defined herein, and such decision preempts inconsistent state rulings,
* the Parues will agree upon appropriate treatment of said wraffic for compensation purposes: if the
Parties are unable 10 agree upon an appropriate treatment. either Party may apply to the

Commussion for a decision on such issue.
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5.74 Compensation for transport and termination of all Traffic which has been
subject to performance of INP by one Party for the other Panty pursuant 1o Section 14 shall be as
specified in subsection 14.5.

5.7.5 The designation of Traffic as Local or non-Local for purposes of
compensation shall be based on the actual originating and terminating points of the complete end-
to-end call, regardless of the entities involved in carrying any segment of the call.

5.7.6 Each Party reserves the right to measure and audn all Traffic, up 10 a
maximum of two audits per calendar year, 10 ensure that proper rates are being applied
appropriately, provided, however, that either Party shall have the right to conduct additional
audit(s) if the preceding audit disclosed material errors or discrepancies. Each Party agrees to
provide the necessary Traffic data or permit the other Party’s recording equipment to be installed
for sampling purposes in conjunction with any such audit.

5.7.7 The Parties will engage in settlements of intraLATA intrastate alternate-billed
calls (e.g. collect, calling card, and third-party billed calls) orginated or authorized by their
respective Customers in Pennsylvania in accordance with the terms of an appropriate Intral ATA
Telecommunications Services Settlement Agreement berween the Paruies substantially in the form
appended hereto as Exhibit D.

6.0 TRANSMISSION AND ROUTING OF EXCHANGE ACCESS TRAFFIC
PURSUANT TO 251(c)(2)

6.1 Scope of Traffic

Section 6 prescribes parameters for certain trunks to be established over the
Interconnections specified in Section 4 for the transmission and routing of traffic between ACI
Telephone Exchange Service Customers and Interexchange Carriers (“"Access Toll Connecting
Trunks™), in any case where ACI elects to have its End Office Swiich subtend a BA Tandem.
This includes casually-dialed (10XXX and 101 XXXX) traffic.

6.2  Trunk Group Architecture and Traffic Routing

6.2.1 ACI shall establish Access Toll Connecting Trunks by which it will provide
tandem-transporied Switched Exchange Access Services 1o Interexchange Carriers 1o enable such
Interexchange Carriers to originate and terminate traffic to and irom ACI's Customers.

6.2.2 Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be used solely for the transmission and
routing of Exchange Access to allow ACI's Customers 10 connect to or be connected to the
interexchange trunks of any Interexchange Carrier which is connected to a BA Tandem.
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Austin - BELL ATLANTIC Interconnection Agreement

970, 540).

1.39 “Inside Wire” or “Inside Wiring” means all wire, cable, terminals, hardware. and
other equipment or materials on the Customer’s side of the Rate Demarcation Point.

1.40 "Integrated Digital Loop Carrier" or “IDLC” means a subscriber loop carrier
system which integrates within the switch at a DS1 level that is twenty-four (24) loop
transmission paths combined into a 1.544 Mbps digital signal.

1.41 “"Integrated Services Digital Network" or "ISDN" means a switched nerwork
service that provides end-to-end digital connectivity for the simultaneous transmission of voice
and data. Basic Rate Interface-ISDN (BRI-ISDN) provides for a digital transmission of two 64
Kbps bearer channels and one 16 Kbps data and signaling channel (2B+D). Primarv Rate
Interface-ISDN (“PRI-ISDN”) provides for digital transmission of twenty three (23) 64 kbps
bearer channels and one (1) 64 kpbs data and signaling channel (23 B+D).

1.42 "Interconnection" is As Described in the Act and refers to the connection of
separate pieces of equipment or transmission facilities within, between, or among networks for
the purpose of transmission and routing of Telephone Exchange Service traffic and Exchange
Access traffic.

1.43 "Interexchange Carrier" or "IXC" means a carrier that provides, directly or
indirectly, InterLATA or IntralLATA Telephone Toll Services.

1.44 Interim Telecommunications Number Portabilitv" or "INP" 1s As Described in
the Act.

1.45 "InterLATA Service" is As Defined in the Act.

1.46 “Inral.ATA Toll Traffic” means those inral L ATA calls that are not defined as
Local Traffic in this Agreement.

1.47 “Line Side” means an End Office Switch connection that provides transmission,
switching and optional features suitable for Customer connection to the public switched nerwork.
including loop start supervision, ground start supervision, and signaling for basic rate ISDN
service.

1.48 "Local Access and Transport Area” or "LATA" is As Defined in the Act.

1.49 "Local Exchange Carrier" or "LEC" is As Defined in the Act. The Parties to this
Agreement are or will shortly become Local Exchange Camers.

1.50 “Local Traffic”, means traffic that is originated by a Customer of one Party on
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that Party’s network and terminates to a Customer of the other Party on that other Party’s
network, within a given local calling area, or expanded area service (“EAS™) area. as defined in
BA’s effective Customer tariffs, or, if the Commission has defined local calling areas applicabie
to all LEC’s, then as so defined by the Commussion.

1.51 "Main Distibution Frame" or "MDF" means the ultimate point at which outside
plant facilities terminate within 2 Wire Center, for interconnection to other telecommunications
facilities within the Wire Center.

1.52  "Meet-Point Billing" or “MPB” means the process whereby each Party bills the
appropriate tariffed rate for its portion of a jointly provided Switched Exchange Access Service
as agreed to in the Agreement for Switched Access Meet Point Billing.

1.53 "Network Element" 1s As Defined in the Act.

1.54 “Network Interface Device” or “NID” means the BA-provided interface
terminating BA’s telecommunications network on the property where the Customer’s service is
located at a point determined by BA.

1.55 "North American Numbering Plan" or "NANP" means the numbering plan used in
the United States, Canada, Bermuda, Puerto Rico and certain Caribbean Islands. The NANP
format is a 10-digit number that consists of a 3-digit NPA code (commonly referred to as the area
code), followed by a 3-digit NXX code and 4-digit line number.

1.56 “Numbering Plan Area”, or “NPA” is also sometimes referred 1o as an area code.
there are two general categories of NPAs. “Geographic NPAs” and “Non-Geographic NPAs™ A
Geographic NPA 1s associated with a defined geographic area, and all telephone numbers bearing
such NPA are associated with services provided within that geographic area. A Non-Geographic
NPA, also known as a “Service Access Code” or “SAC Code”, is typically associated with a
specialized telecommunications service which may be provided across multiple geographic NPA
areas; 800, 900. 700, 500 and 888 are examples of Non-Geographic NPAs.

1.57 "Number Portability" or “NP” is As Defined in the Act.

158 "NXX", “NXX Code”, or “End Office Code” means the three-digit switch entity
indicator (i.e. the first three digits of a seven digit telephone number).

1.59 "Party" means either BA or Ausun and “Parties” means BA and Austin.

1.60 “Permanent Number Portability” or “PNP” means the use of a database or other
technical solution that comports with regulations issued by the FCC 10 provide Number

-_. Portability for all customers and service providers.
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1.61 "Port Element" or “Port” means a termination on a Central Office Switch that
permits Customers to send or receive Telecommunications over the public switched network, but
does not include switch features or switching functionality.

1.62 “POT Bay” or “Point of Termination Bay” means the intermediate distributing
frame system which serves as the point of demarcation for collocated Interconnection.

1.63 "Rate Center" or “Rate Center Area” or “Exchange Area™ means the geographic
area that has been identified by a given LEC as being associated with a particular NPA-NXX
code which has been assigned to the LEC for its provision of Telephone Exchange Services. The
Rate Center Area is the exclusive geographic area which the LEC has identified as the area
within which it will provide Telephone Exchange Services bearing the particular NPA-NX\
designation associated with the specific Rate Center Area. A “Rate Center Point” is the finite
geographic point identified by a specific V&H coordinate (as defined in Bellcore Special Report
SR-TSV-002275), located within the Rate Center Area and used by that LEC to measure
distance for the purpose of billing Customers for distance sensitive Telephone Exchange
Services and Toll Traffic. Rate Centers will be identical for each Party until such time as Austin
1s permitted by an appropriate regulatory body to create its own Rate Centers within an area.

1.64 “Rate Demarcation Point” means the point where network access recurring
charges and BA responsibility stop and beyond which Customer responsibility begins.
determined in accordance with FCC rules and BA standard operating practices.

1.65 “Raung Point” or "Routing Point” means a specific geographic point identified by
a specific V&H coordinate. The Rating Point is used to route inbound traffic to specified NPA-
NXXs and to calculate mileage measurements for the distance-sensitive transport charges of
switched access services. Pursuant to Bell Communications Research, Inc. ("Bellcore") Practice
BR 795-100-100 (the "Bellcore Practice"), the Rating Point may be an End Office location. or a
“LEC Consortium Point of Interconnection.” Pursuant to that same Bellcore Practice, each
“LEC Consortium Point of Interconnection” shall be designated by a common language location
identifier (“CLLI"} code with (x)KD in positions 9, 10, 11, where (x) may be any alphanumeric
A-Z or 0-9. The Raung Point must be located within the LATA in which the corresponding
NPA-NXX is located. However, the Rating Point associated with each NPA-NXX need not be
the same as the corresponding Rate Center Point, nor must it be located within the
corresponding Rate Center Area, nor must there be a unique and separate Rating Point
corresponding to each unique and separate Rate Center.

1.66 "Reciprocal Compensation” is As Described in the Act, and refers to the payment
arrangements that recover costs mcurred for the transport and termination of Reciprocal
Compensation Traffic originating on one Party's network and terminating on the other Party's
network.

1.67 “Reciprocal Compensation Call” or “Reciprocal Compensation Traffic” means a
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Telephone Exchange Service Call completed between the Parties, which qualifies for Reciprocal
Compensation pursuant to the terms of this Agreement and prevailing Commission or FCC rules
that may exist.

1.68 “Route Indexing” means the provision of Interim Number Portability through the
use of direct trunks provisioned between end offices of BA and Austin over which inbound
traffic 10 a ported number will be routed.

1.69 "Service Conmol Point" or "SCP" means a node in the Common Channel
Signaling network to which informational requests for service handling, such as routing. are
directed and processed. The SCP is a real time database system that, based on a query from a
service switching point and via a Signaling Transfer Point, performs subscriber or application-
specific service logic, and then sends instructions back to the SSP on how to continue call
processing.

1.70  "Signaling Transfer Point" or "STP" means a specialized switch that provides SS7
network access and performs SS7 message routing and screening.

1.71 “Single Bil/Multiple Tariff” shall mean that one bill is rendered to the IXC from
all LECs who are jointly providing access service. A single bill consists of all rate elements
applicable to access services billed on one statement of charges under one billing account
number using each Party’s appropnate access tanffs. The bill could be rendered by or on behalf
of, either of the Parties.

1.72  “Strapping” means the act of installing a permanent connection between a point of
termination bay and a collocated interconnector’s physical Collocation node.

1.73 “Switched Access Detail Usage Data” means a category 1101XX record as
defined in the EMR Belicore Practice BR-010-200-100.

1.74 “Switched Access Summary Usage Data” means a category 1150XX record as
defined in the EMR Bellcore Practice BR-010-200-010.

1.75 "Switched Exchange Access Service" means the offering of transmission or
switching services to Telecommunications Carriers for the purpose of the orgination or
termination of Telephone Toll Service. Switched Exchange Access Services include but may not
be limited to: Feature Group A, Feature Group B, Feature Group D, 700 access, 800 access. 888
access, and 900 access.

1.76  “Switching Element” is the unbundled Network Element that provides a CLEC
the ability to use switching functionality in a BA End Office switch, including all vertical

—. services that are available on that switch, to provide Telephone Exchange Service to its end user

customer(s).

o
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5.6.2 Measurement of billing minutes (except for originating 800/888 calls)
shall be in actual conversation seconds. Measurement of billing minutes for originating 800/888
calls shall be in accordance with applicable tariffs.

5.6.3 Where CPN is not available in 2 LATA for greater than ten percent (10%
of the traffic, the Party sending the traffic shall provide factors to determine the jurisdiction. as
well as local vs. toll distinction, of the traffic. Such factors shall be supported by call record
details that will be made available for review upon request when a Party is passing CPN but the
receiving Party is not properly receiving or recording the information. The Parties shall
cooperatively work to correctly identify the traffic, and establish a mutually agreeable
mechanism that will prevent improperly rated traffic. Notwithstanding this, if any improperly
rated traffic occurs, the Parties agree to reconcile it.

5.7  Reciprocal Compensation Arrangements — Section 251(b)(5)

5.7.1 Reciprocal Compensation only applies to the transport and termination of
Reciprocal Compensation Traffic billable by BA or Austin which a Telephone Exchange Service
Customer originates on BA's or Austin's network for termination on the other Party's network
within the same LATA except as provided in Section 5.7.6 below.

5.72 The Parties shall compensate each other for transport and termination of
Reciprocal Compensation Traffic in an equal and symmetrical manner for the application of
~ tates as provided in the Pricing Schedule (Exhibit A hereto).These rates are to be applied at the
A-IP for traffic delivered by BA, and at the BA-IP for traffic delivered by Austin. Tandem rates
will be applied for traffic terminated to a Primary Swatch; End Office rates will be apphed for
traffic terminated to a Secondary Switch. No additional charges, including port or transport
charges, shall apply for the termination of Reciprocal Compensation Traffic delivered to the A-IP
or the BA-IP. When Reciprocal Compensation Traffic is terminated over the same trunks as
Swiiched Exchange Access Service, any port or transport or other applicable access charges
related 1o the Switched Exchange Access Service shall be prorated to be applied only to such
other Switched Exchange Access Service.

5.7.3 The Reciprocal Compensation arrangements set forth in this Agreement
are not applicable to Switched Exchange Access Service or to any other IntraLATA or
InterLATA calls originated on a third party carrier’s network on a 1+ presubscribed basis or a
casual dialed (10XXX or 101XXXX) basis. All Switched Exchange Access Service and all
Toll Traffic shall continue to be governed by the terms and conditions of the applicable
federal and state Tariffs or the terms and conditions of section 6.3, if applicable. Similarly,
the Parties agree that the issue of what, if any, compensation 1s applicable to traffic handed off
from one Party to the other Party, within a BA local calling area (or other calling area
otherwise applicable for Reciprocal Compensation), for delivery to an Internet Service
Provider (ISP) for carriage over the Internet is currently pending before the FCC. Until such
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time as the issue is resolved by the FCC or by an applicable order of the Commission or Count
with jurisdiction over the appropriate compensation for such waffic exchange, the Parties
agree that the Reciprocal Compensation arrangements contained in this subsection 3.7 shall
not apply to such traffic. To the extent that either Party is unable to measure the volume of
such traffic, the Parties agree to work cooperatively to estimate such traffic volume. Unless
otherwise provided under Applicable Law, Reciprocal Compensation arrangements shall
apply to IntraLATA Toll Traffic originated on one Party’s network and delivered by that Party
to the other Party’s nerwork.

5.74 The rates for termination of Reciprocal Compensation Traffic are set forth
in Exhibit A which is incorporated by reference herein.

5.7.5 The designation of Traffic as Local or Toll for purposes of compensation
shall be based on the acmal originating and terminating points of the complete end-to-end call.
regardless of the entities involved in carrying any segment of the call.

5.7.6 Compensation for transport and termination of all traffic which is subject
1o performance of INP by one Party for the other Party pursuant to Section 14.0 shall be as
specified in subsection 14.6.

5.7.7 Each Party reserves the right to measure and audit all Reciprocal
Compensation Traffic, up to a2 maximum of two audits per calendar year, to ensure that proper
rates are being applied appropriately, provided, however, that either Party shall have the right to
- conduct additional audit(s) if the preceding audit disclosed material errors or discrepancies. Each
Party agrees to provide the necessary Reciprocal Compensation Traffic data or permit the other
Party’s recording equipment to be installed for sampling purposes in conjunction with any such
audit.

5.7.8 When either Party delivers seven (7) or ten (10) digit translated
Intral. ATA toll-free service access codes (e.g.: 800/888) service to the other Party for
termination, the originating Party shall provide the terminating Party with billing records in
industry standard format (EMR) if required by the terminating Party. The originating Party may
bill the terminating Party for the delivery of the traffic at local reciprocal compensation rates.
The terminating Party may not bill the originating Party reciprocal compensation under this
Agreement. The Party that is providing the toll-free service access codes (g.g.; 800/888) service
shall pay the database inquiry charge per the Pricing Schedule to the Party that performed the
database inquiry.
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